Literary Theory 
Capstone
AP Lit

You will decide which one of the four major literary theories best fits the novel/play/epic you have chosen. 
Below you will find a bank of questions for this theory.  Answer each question completely and provide some specific textual examples to support your response.  

Once you have analyzed the text in the groups, assign someone to type the answers/textual examples on to a Power Point slide in the computer lab tomorrow. Write it out today!
PSYCHOLOGICAL CRITICS:


1. How are the characters motivated in this text?  What do they say they want?  What do they really want? How do you know?  Do there actions match their words?

2. Is there something irrational, illogical, or conflicted about the way a character behaves?  Why?  What could be the source of this behavior?

3. What sexual desires or behaviors do the characters exhibit and why?  Are there any feelings that are NOT being expresses?  What is the nature of human relationships in this text?  Why?  

4. How does the author feel about his/her characters and their actions?  How do you know?  Is the author invested in certain characters?  What is the source of this preoccupation?  

5. Are there repeated patterns of language, action, or images?  Why are these repeated in the text?  What is the consciously or unconsciously telling the reader?

FEMINIST/GENDER CRITICS:

1. What kind of power is associated with the male and female characters in the text?  Why?

2. What are the silences and “gaps” in the text?  What is not expressed?  What is not represented? Whose voices are not heard? What questions are NOT answered? Why?

3. Are there any characters who do not conform to normal behavior for their gender? How?  How are these characters affected by this behavior?  Do other characters and the author perceive them? How do you know?

4. Do the characters seem to pay a price for their gender or enjoy rewards?  What rewards or advantages do the female characters enjoy for being women?

5. Which characters seem to be punished?  Which characters seem to punished more than others?  Why?  Which characters suffer more than others?

MARXIST CRITICS:

1. What is the nature of society depicted in the text, and what seems to be the author’s attitude or tone toward this society?  Is it a just or unjust society?  Why?

2. Does the author seem to have a vision of a better society?  Does he/she offer solutions to the problems of a society? Does he/she even pay attention to the problems of the society?

3. Does the author seem to favor certain groups within the text?  How are the rich and poor depicted? Does the author question the way society is organized, or does he/she seem satisfied with the status quo?  How do you know?

4. Do you know how much money each character has or earns?  Do you have a sense of the source of this income?

5. How much attention does the author pay to the detail to the characters’ everyday lives?  Is the representation realistic, or does the author misrepresent reality? Why?

CULTURAL CRITICS:

1. Who are the characters who are treated differently in the text? How?

2. Who are the people who have power in this text? What is the source of their power?  How do they hold on to their power? How is their power expressed?

3. How would this story be different if it were told from the perspective of a minor character?  

4. What does the author omit from the text? Is there anything offensive about the text?

5. Which groups would be offended by the way the story is told? How?  

