Nonfiction Unit Notes                              Name ___________________________

                                                                Date _________________ Block _____

The genre of nonfiction includes:

_____________ - the writer’s own story describing notable events in his/her life


_____________ - the writer’s own story describing events life in chronological order


_____________ - the story of a life from another person’s perspective


_____________ - a talk or an address presented to an audience


_____________ - a short nonfiction work that addresses a specific subject

There are several types of essays:


___________ shares the writer’s inner thoughts and feeling

___________ tells a story about an actual event or person

___________ explains certain aspects of a subject

___________ attempts to convince the reader to think or act in a certain way
Why read nonfiction literature?  

1.  for the ______ of reading   2.  for ____________   3.  to be _____________

Strategies for reading nonfiction literature:

· Identify the author’s _____________.

· Find the writer’s ______ _________ and _____________.
· Vary your reading _______.

· Use _________ as a key to ___________.
Identify the author’s attitude:

· Examine _____________ and _______________.
· _________ language may indicate the author’s desire to be perceived as _________.

· If the author _________ ______ __________ yet omits others, note it as possible evidence of personal _______.
Find the writer’s main points and support:

· What does the author want me to ________ or _________?

· __________ ______ in individual paragraphs or even chapters to determine how the   author is _____________ his/her main points.

· Taking apart the writer’s argument helps you form ______ _____ opinion.
Vary your reading rate:

· To find specific information, ____ the text quickly, looking for ____ _____ and _______.

· To absorb a complex argument or to appreciate descriptive passages, _____ your reading pace.
Use visuals as a key to meaning:
· Nonfiction authors frequently use drawings, charts, and graphs.  Use them to _____________ the author’s main point.

· Then determine how the visual ________________ the author’s main point.

Descriptive Writing:
· You will find that descriptive writing _________ with all of the genres of __________.  

· Using description creates a __________ in words of a person, place, or object.
· Descriptive writing appeals to our senses of _____, _____, _____, _______, and _____
The genre of nonfiction includes:


autobiography__ - the writer’s own story describing notable events in his/her life


___memoir____ - the writer’s own story describing events life in chronological order


__biography___ - the story of a life from another person’s perspective


__speech_____ - a talk or an address presented to an audience


___essay_____ - a short nonfiction work that addresses a specific subject

There are several types of essays:


_reflective___ shares the writer’s inner thoughts and feeling


_narrative___ tells a story about an actual event or person


_expository__ explains certain aspects of a subject


_persuasive_ attempts to convince the reader to think or act in a certain way

Why read nonfiction literature?  

1.  for the _love__ of reading   2.  for __information__   3.  to be _inspired____

Strategies for reading nonfiction literature:

· Identify the author’s attitude.

· Find the writer’s main points and support.

· Vary your reading rate.

· Use visuals as a key to meaning.
Identify the author’s attitude:
· Examine language and evidence.

· Neutral language may indicate the author’s desire to be perceived as objective.

· If the author highlights some details yet omits others, note it as possible evidence of personal bias.
Find the writer’s main points and support:

· What does the author want me to learn or think?

· Summarize ideas in individual paragraphs or even chapters to determine how the author is supporting his/her main points.

· Taking apart the writer’s argument helps you form your own opinion.

Vary your reading rate:

· To find specific information, skim the text quickly, looking for key words and phrases.

· To absorb a complex argument or to appreciate descriptive passages, slow your reading pace.

Use visuals as a key to meaning:
· Nonfiction authors frequently use drawings, charts, and graphs.  Use them to summarize the author’s main point.

· Then determine how the visual complements the author’s main point.

Descriptive Writing:
· You will find that descriptive writing exists with all of the genres of nonfiction.  

· Using description creates a portrait in words of a person, place, or object.
·  Descriptive writing appeals to our senses of touch, smell, sight, hearing, and taste.
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ELA9RL1 The student identifies, analyzes, and applies knowledge of the purpose, structure, and elements of nonfiction and/or informational materials and provides evidence from the text to support understanding; the student: 
a. Analyzes and applies knowledge of the characteristics of memoir, biography, and/or autobiography. 

b. Analyzes and explains the purpose, structure, and elements of nonfiction works, including memoir, biography, and autobiography. 

c. Analyzes and evaluates the effects of language (i.e., diction, imagery, symbolism, figurative language), structure, point of view, and selection of details in memoir, biography, and/or autobiography. 


